
Volume 49 / Number 8 August KIDS' ISSUE 2025 www.hillandlakepress.org

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

Madelia MN
Permit No. 279

******  ECRWSS **
Postal Customer

By Jackie Brown Baylor, Parent Editor

A PROLOgUe tO tHe kIDS' ISSUe

THiS YeAR'S EDItORIAL StAFF

(Painting by Betty Weeks)

It's time for 
the Kids' Issue 

again!

EWe WON't
BeLIEVe It!

Jackie Brown Baylor is the parent editor of 
the Kids' Issue and a Hill & Lake Press 
Board Member. She lives in Lowry Hill with 
her two kids and husband.

	 We are proud to present the highly an-
ticipated 2025 Kids’ Issue of the Hill & Lake 
Press! On behalf of our board and staff, I 
want to express our heartfelt thanks to ev-
eryone who made this special edition possi-
ble — especially our Kids’ Issue partner, 

Artrageous Adventures, and the many young 
writers, artists and families who contributed 
their creativity, time and energy.
	 This annual tradition is one of our favor-
ites, and it wouldn’t happen without the ded-
ication of our community. From imaginative 
stories to colorful artwork, every page cele-
brates the voices and vision of the next gen-
eration.
	 This year, we’re also taking a stroll down 
memory lane with a selection of throwback 

articles from the July 28, 1979, issue of the 
Hill & Lake Press. We hope this blend of 
past and present brings you joy, reflection 
and maybe even a few surprises.
	 Thank you again for supporting this joy-
ful, collaborative issue. We loved making it, 
and we hope you love reading it.

"This annual tradition is one
of our favorites and it wouldn’t 
happen without the dedication 
of our community." 

— Jackie Brown Baylor

Theo, age 8 Liel, age 9 Frankie, age 7

Jack, age 10 Max, age 8 Inez, age 8 Nico, age 10
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and the example she set for cultivat-
ing neighborly love and fun will 
never fade.

Jack El-Hai
East Isle

If This Is How They Run a Con-
vention, Imagine the City

	 I’ve been to many DFL conven-
tions over the years, but the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America, or 
DSA, dominated one that endorsed 
Omar Fateh on July 19 took the cake. 
It was thoroughly corrupt, and the 
endorsement should be declared null 
and void.
	 The first sign of trouble oc-
curred early on. The electronic vot-
ing system was found defective in a 
test run. We were supposed to re-
ceive emails confirming our votes, 
but, did not. 
	 Despite numerous protests, we 
were required to use that flawed 
electronic system in the first mayor-
al ballot. Once again, no confirming 
emails.
	 We waited several hours for re-
sults (“What’s going on?” people 
asked). When they were finally an-
nounced, the numbers didn’t add up. 
Although the credentials committee 
had established attendance of at 
least 750 eligible voters, the elec-
tronic system recorded only 590 
votes. What happed to the rest of 
them?  
	 Eventually the chairs confirmed 
the obvious: The electronic system 
wasn’t working properly. Therefore, 
they said, the next round would be 
by paper ballot. 
	 That raised the obvious question 
as to why the results of the flawed 
electronic system should be consid-
ered legitimate. After all, it had a 
substantive effect — it knocked the 
three lowest vote-getters out of the 
running. 
	 Fast-forward to 8 p.m. Delegates 
were leaving in disgust, especially 
Frey supporters. There was a request 
for a quorum count. Convention 
chairs refused to provide it. 
	 With so many delegates leaving, 
the chairs announced a new rule. 
They said simply walking out of the 
convention wouldn’t constitute leav-
ing. Delegates had to surrender their 
badges to be truly “gone.” Undoubt-
edly some delegates left without 
hearing about a new rule announced 
in their absence. So, they were 
“present” without actually being 
there.
	 Ultimately, with a fraction of the 
total delegates left in the hall, an en-
dorsement for mayor of a major 
American city was taken — not 
electronically, not by paper ballot — 
but by eyeballing an unknown num-
ber of delegate badges waved in the 
air. 
	 This DSA-run event was a car-
toon of a convention. It was corrupt. 
If this is how the DSA runs a con-

duplex, will always remember her 
for the small, thoughtful gifts left on 
the back stairs — usually hastily 
packaged leftovers from Lisa’s cook-
ing sprees. For Susan and her hus-
band, Peter Agrimson, Lisa was 
much more than a landlord. “She 
called us family, and we truly felt 
like it.”
	 Much of that familial feeling 
came from the regular neighborhood 
happy-hour gatherings Lisa hosted, 
often providing all the food and 
drinks. Barbara LaBounta recalled 
the first one she and her husband at-
tended, just after neighbors had be-
gun emerging from their COVID 
cocoons. Lisa peppered Barbara 
with questions about her interests, 
family and career.
	 “Now I realize perhaps she was 
curating — carefully curating a col-
lection of neighbors who could build 
a circle of camaraderie, community 
and connection,” Barbara said.
	 When Andrea Johnson moved 
into the neighborhood and went to 
one of the gatherings, “Lisa made 
sure to introduce me to everyone 
more than once. I felt welcomed, in-
cluded and like I belonged from the 
start.” Andrea believes that bringing 
people together was Lisa’s true vo-
cation.
	 Another neighbor, Kristen 
Paulsen, 	 agrees. “Lisa got us 
out of our houses and into each oth-
er’s lives, continually crafting and 
nurturing our neighborhood into a 
community of authentic friendship.”
	 Danelle Reid remembers a Na-
tional Night Out gathering when 
Lisa arrived trailing a wagon. “She 
pulled it up to our group and served 
us beef brisket sandwiches and gin 
and tonics from her wagon.” A few 
weeks later, Lisa invited Danelle 
and others to an event devoted to 
making sandwiches for the un-
housed. These, too, were acts of gen-
erosity.
	 “I wish every neighborhood 
could have a Lisa,” Kristen said.
	 Lisa also paid attention to her 
neighbors as individuals. Kristin 
Gray Hamilton will never forget Li-
sa’s support when Kristin’s husband 
was dying of brain cancer. “Lisa just 
showed up with random love and 
kindness, and our friendship grew,” 
she said. Lisa offered her shoulder to 
cry on and her arms to hug whenever 
anyone needed them.
“She was the sun for our neighbor-
hood universe,” said Henry LaBoun-
ta.
	 Andrea Johnson, a Unitarian 
Universalist minister, discovered 
that Lisa’s life mission was to bring 
joy to the people she cared about. 
“Her charge to us is to go and do 
likewise, to take care of each other,” 
she said.
	 I still have a few Fritos bags 
saved from Lisa’s gatherings. Soon 
those will run out. No one yet knows 
if the tulips will return. But Lisa 
will continue to be missed — and 
her flamboyantly generous spirit 

Remembering Lisa Stortz: 
A Minneapolis Community 
Maker

	 My East Isles next-door neigh-
bor Lisa Stortz finally won me over 
with Fritos. It wasn’t the tens of 
thousands of bulbs that exploded 
each spring in the front yard of her 
famed Minneapolis Tulip House on 
Humboldt Avenue, turning our cor-
ner into a riot of color. It wasn’t her 
role as the social glue that held our 
block together — though people cer-
tainly loved her for those things. She 
knew who everybody was and ev-
erything about them.
	 But I didn’t truly succumb to her 
unusual and generous personality 
until she handed me a small bag of 
corn chips at one of the back-patio 
get-togethers she hosted every cou-
ple of weeks. I accepted the Fritos 
readily — maybe greedily. Lisa soon 
learned how much I liked them, and 
from then on, she made sure to have 
a dozen little bags at every future 
gathering in several flavors.
	 Lisa died in June after an unex-
pected illness. Her passing shocked 
our neighborhood not only because 
it happened so suddenly but because 
her presence had been so vibrant. 
She had a boisterous voice, a ringing 
laugh and a giant spirit. Her absence 
was palpable. The sudden quiet from 
the house and yard next door was 
difficult to comprehend — and even 
harder to accept.
	 Jet Jedele, who met Lisa five 
years ago when she and her husband 
moved to East Isles from the sub-
urbs, often told her suburban friends, 
“There is this wonderful neighbor 
who has made this block special.” 
She believes Lisa built our neighbor-
hood into a kind of family. Thanks 
to Lisa’s efforts to bring people to-
gether, “we learned of neighbors 
celebrating the birth of a child, 
neighbors who needed a lift, neigh-
bors who could lift us up. What 
neighborhood has that? The one Lisa 
created.”

Who was Lisa Stortz?
	 “Besides loving people big and 
small, she loved entertaining, good 
food, googly eyes, being in the water 
— she was a synchronized swimmer 
— reading four books at once, drop-
ping pennies randomly when she 
was out and treating service people 
generously,” said neighbor Kay 
Thomas. “Some of her favorite sto-
ries were about people who said 
walking by her corner made a bad 
day better because of the colorful, 
happy gardens.”
	 Lisa also delighted trick-or-
treaters with extravagant candy 
spreads, delivered to kids via an in-
flatable slide from her deck, recalled 
Peter Agrimson. “Her main goal was 
to make extraordinary memories for 
those lucky enough to venture to her 
house on those cold Halloween 
nights,” he said.
	 Susan Yassin, a renter in Lisa’s 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I didn’t know Lisa Stortz, but 
her death made me pause and 
reflect on what truly matters. Her 
flowers and spirit of community 
uplifted the neighborhood in a 
not-so-small way — a massive 
gift of spring cheer and open love. 
I shed tears when I heard the 
“tulip lady” had died. I rarely 
cry. Lisa, you made an impact 
through your actions. Thank you 
for making our community more 
beautiful in every way possible.
(Image and caption: Craig Wilson)
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vention, it is also how it would run 
our city. 
	 The state DFL should declare the 
DSA-juiced endorsement of Omar 
Fateh — and the similarly made en-
dorsements of park board candidates 
— null and void. Otherwise, it will 
jeopardize not only the legitimacy of 
these endorsements but also the cred-
ibility of the DFL here and statewide.

Mary Pattock
DFL City Convention delegate
Cedar-Isles-Dean

Explore the City and Build Com-
munity with Bryn Mawr’s Active 
Transportation Committee

	 Looking to meet your neighbors, 
enjoy the outdoors, and support local 
businesses — all while getting 
around in fun, sustainable ways? Join 
the Bryn Mawr Active Transporta-
tion Committee for a series of up-
coming events designed to bring peo-
ple together through walking, biking 
and public transit.
	 On Friday, August 15 at 5 p.m., 
we’ll gather at Bassett Creek Play-
ground (at Chestnut and Thomas, 
across from 1 Thomas Ave S) for our 
“Bubble Walk to the Trailhead.” This 
kid- and dog-friendly stroll will take 
us along a two-mile, flat, paved path 
through beautiful Wirth Park. We’ll 
arrive at the Trailhead building just 
in time for live music and food. Back 
by popular demand, we’ll be bring-
ing hands-free bubble makers — sure 
to delight kids and kids-at-heart. 
We’ll walk back together before dark.
	 Then on Saturday, September 13, 
join us for a bike ride to North Min-
neapolis’ newest restaurant, Tap In. 
Located at Lowry and Thomas Ave-
nues, Tap In promotes itself as a hub 
for social change and community 
gathering. We’ll meet at the Garden 
of Hope & Healing at Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church (420 Cedar 
Lake Road) and take a casual four-
mile ride along the protected paths of 
Theo Wirth Parkway.
	 Later this fall, we’ll celebrate 
Park(ing) Day on Friday, September 
19 and host a Holiday Décor Ride on 
Saturday, December 6. Stay tuned for 
details on both events by following 
us on Instagram at @activetransit.
brynmawr.
	 These events are about more than 
just getting from point A to point B 
— they’re about connecting with one 
another and experiencing our city in 
new and meaningful ways. Have 
questions or ideas? We’d love to hear 
from you at activetransit-brynmawr@
googlegroups.com.

Benjamin Lester 
Bryn Mawr

FOLLOW-UP

Elyse Colpitts is a Kenwood Com-
munity School parent and volun-
teer. She lives in Lowry Hill.

	 After more than seven years of 
dreaming, designing and planning, 
Kenwood Elementary’s vision of an 
outdoor classroom is coming to life 
— and it’s almost ready to welcome 
students this fall. But before the rib-
bon is cut, there’s one last piece we 
need to put in place: shade.
	 This summer alone, Minnesota 
has already seen more than a dozen 
days over 90 degrees with multiple 
heat index warnings urging people 
— especially children — to stay in-
doors or seek shelter. As climate 
change intensifies, extreme heat is 
no longer the exception but the new 
norm. For children in schools like 
ours, where air conditioning is only 
partially available, this poses a 
growing challenge. That’s why we 
are working hard to raise a final 
$20,000 to provide much needed 
shade structures for Kenwood’s new 
outdoor learning space.
	 Located at the corner of Frank-
lin and Penn Avenues, the once-qui-
et underutilized space is transform-
ing into a vibrant outdoor oasis — with 
smooth boulders for climbing, polli-
nator gardens buzzing with life and 
raised beds planted by Kenwood 
students and Kenwood Rec Center 
campers. It’s a beautiful, imagina-
tive space designed for reading cir-
cles, science experiments, garden 
observations and art classes — but 
it needs shade to be safe and acces-
sible year-round.
	 Without protection from the 
sun, this dream classroom will be 
difficult to use during the hottest 
parts of the year — the very times 
when we most need alternatives to 
overheated indoor spaces. Environ-
mentally friendly outdoor furniture 
— made from recycled milk jugs in 
Duluth — and sun sails will ensure 
students and teachers can learn 
comfortably, safely and sustainably.
	 This project is the result of 
years of collaboration among edu-
cators, families, students, neighbors 
and local supporters. We’ve been 
careful stewards of every donation 
and are deeply grateful to those who 
helped us get this far.
	 Now, we’re asking for one final 
push. Will you help us protect our 
kids from the heat? Your gift will 
provide essential shade for students 
and help this outdoor classroom ful-

Kenwood School’s Outdoor Classroom Nears Completion 
Amid Scorching Summers

Shade Needed: 

By Elyse Colpitts

fill its full potential. Donations can 
be made online at the Kenwood 
PTA website – by simply scan-
ning the code at right – or by 
mailing a check to:

Kenwood PTA
c/o Kenwood Elementary School
2013 Penn Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55405

Celebrate the grand opening 
of the Kenwood Outdoor 
Classroom on September 6, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the 
corner of Franklin and Penn 
Avenues. Enjoy live music, 
local food trucks, hands-on 
activities for all ages and of 
course ice cream!

JOIN THE
CELEBRATION

Conceptual rendering of a proposed outdoor classroom at Kenwood Community 
School. (Images: Kenwood Community School)

Scan 
here
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COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY AND CUSTOMER SERVICE 

franandbarbdavis.com 612.554.0994 

LESS YARD TIME, MORE YOU TIME? EXPLORE CONDO LIVING 
Looking for simplified living? We have a variety of condo options to fit your needs. Call us for your private tour. Spectacular Minneapolis & 

River views, charming walkable Cathedral Hill neighborhood, sophisticated suburban Cloud 9 or affordable 55+ Senior building in  
Northeast/St. Anthony. Whether you’re buying, selling or just have questions about the market, call us—we’d be happy to talk.  

617 DAYTON AVENUE #4, ST. PAUL 
2BR/1BA + garage $289,900 

5601 SMETANA DRIVE #418, MINNETONKA 
1BR/1BA + 2 parking spaces $209,900 

2601 KENZIE TERRACE #402, ST. ANTHONY 
55+ community 1BR/1BA + 1 garage stall $129,900 

1920 1ST STREET S #1502, MINNEAPOLIS 
1BR/2BA + parking $160,000 

1920 1ST STREET S #2001, MINNEAPOLIS    
1BR/2BA + parking $165,000 

 

DISCOVER TWO UNITS AT AMENITY-
RICH RIVERVIEW TOWER: 

JOIN US — FRIDAYS IN AUGUST 
FROM 3-5 P.M.

AUGUST 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

Stop by Campaign Headquarters, located at 2000 Hennepin Ave South
~ Right next door to Sebastian Joe's Ice Cream Cafe ~

Prepared and paid for by the Campaign for Elizabeth Shaffer, P.O. Box 50289, Minneapolis, MN 55403

CITY COUNCIL – WARD 7
CITY COUNCIL – WARD 7

for

ELIZABETH SHAFFER

Ice Cream with Elizabeth!

DFL ENDORSED.

LABOR ENDORSED.
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CELEBRATINg SUMMER's BOUNtY
& tHE NEW UPtOWN FARMERs MARkEt
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Dahlia escorting one of the llamas around the Kenwood 
Rec Center. (Image: Jackie Brown Baylor)

Let’s Get You Stylin’
Owl exists because we believe in 
the transformative power of an 
amazing pair of glasses! Come in 
any time for a free frame makeover.

4318 Upton Ave S. Minneapolis
owloptical.com • 612-367-4106

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Contact us at:
Citizens for a Loring Park Community at
LoveLoring@gmail.com
https://loringpark.org
or

The Friends of LoringPark at
info@friendsofloringpark.org
www.friendsofloringparl.org
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Confusion, Division and Disillusion
INSiDe My FIRSt DFL CONVENtION: 

By Sonia Kharbanda

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Sonia Kharbanda is entering her seni-
or year at St. Paul Academy, where she  
serves as the editor in chief of her school 
newspaper. She lives in Kenwood and 
hopes to pursue a career in journalism.

	 Democracy is messy. But after atten-
ding the Minneapolis Democratic-Far-
mer-Labor convention on July 19, I’m 
convinced it shouldn’t be this painful.
	 I’m 17 years old, and this was my first 
time attending a convention — or any or-
ganized political event, for that matter. 
This year, the planned two-day affair was 
shortened to one, so hundreds of dele-
gates, activists and organizers hunkered 
down for 12 hours in Target Center to 
choose the DFL endorsements for mayor, 
Park and Recreation Board and the  
Board of Estimate and Taxation.
	 The roughly 800 delegates were se- 
lected through a caucus in each ward — a 
muddled process that caused numerous 
complaints to the credentials committee, 
devouring hours of the day. I had never 
heard of these caucuses; evidently, only 
dedicated DFLers show up.
	 A last-minute change to the venue 
and a massive backup of delegates wait- 
ing to enter delayed the welcome time 
by an hour. When Minneapolis DFL chair 
John Maraist finally addressed the crowd 
shortly after 11 a.m., I knew we were in 
for a long, expensive night ($30 for chic-
ken tenders!).

As a convention newcomer, I was 
struck by the exclusivity of the 
process.
	 Richard Carlbom, chair of the Min-
nesota DFL, said the party was fo- 
cused on beating President Donald Trump 
through a unified “big tent” approach and 
an ambitious organizing program. “Listen. 
Learn. Lead. Meet voters where they’re 
at,” was identified as one of four priorities 
before the midterm elections.
	 Yet these voters, just everyday people, 
seemed dismissed throughout the con-
vention. Mayoral candidate Brenda Short 

said it best, explaining why she had a 
smaller group of supporters present than 
her fellow contenders because: “They’re 
at work.”
	 Even if they weren’t working, I doubt 
most registered DFLers, especially young 
people, would want to attend. Inter- 
actions between DFL leaders and  
delegates were strained, full of arcane  
language and complex rules, making it 
difficult for a first timer to follow. Even 
seasoned attendees were baffled by the 
upgrading process — alternates were not  
supposed to be “promoted” to voting dele-
gates before the convention; some were 
in the wrong seats and confused whether 
they were allowed to vote.
	 If the party is serious about reconnect- 
ing with mainstream and new voters, 
it should first look within, to its deci-
sion-making processes. Readings of the 
affirmative action, outreach and inclusion 
statement declared a pledge to equity 
and inclusion but led me to wonder: Do 
the delegates represent the actual diver-
sity of Minneapolis?
	 I witnessed people of different ra-
cial and ethnic groups, gender identi-
ties and ages, but all appeared to care 
deeply about politics. Most delegates had  
already committed to a candidate be- 
fore the convention. People who couldn’t 
commit to the convention’s extreme time 
commitment of 12+ hours or lacked in-
formation about the process were, albeit 
inadvertently, excluded.

The factions among Democratic  
Socialists that support Omar Fateh 
and more moderate supporters of  
incumbent Mayor Jacob Frey were on 
full display.
	 State Senator Omar Fateh, who was 
endorsed by the Twin Cities chapter of the 
Democratic Socialists of America, clearly 
had a strong base and eventually earned 
the DFL endorsement around 9:30 p.m. 
— only seven hours behind schedule.
	 But if anything, exasperation with 
Frey was most evident: his comments 

drew boos from the crowd, and several 
of his opponents took aim at his fraught 
relationship with the City Council and 
his support for police chief Brian O’Ha-
ra. Frey repeatedly claimed that he and 
his opponents agreed on “95% of the is-
sues,” but at least at this convention, that 
didn’t appear to be the case.
	 Frey and Fateh’s bases are primarily 
split along generational lines; one Frey 
supporter complained to me about the 
more radical Democratic Socialists sit-
ting near him. The different camps didn’t 
seem to be one party.
	 At one point, a senior DFL leader 
announced that he had been notified of 
harmful comments made toward trans-
gender attendees who were trying to use 
the bathroom. Anti-trans sentiment at a 
DFL convention feels like an oxymoron, 
reflective of the clashes on social issues 
within the diverse party.
	 The electronic voting process was 
plagued with distrust; delegates voiced 
concerns that they weren’t receiving 
email confirmations and asked to switch 
to written ballots. Yet they had no objec-
tion to the numerous, entirely unscientific 
voice votes throughout the day, in which 
a DFL leader proceeded based on the 
magnitude of “ayes” or “nays.”
	 Ultimately, Fateh was chosen for the 
mayoral endorsement by a vote of raised 
badges with an unknown and unverified 
number of people remaining in the audi-
torium, after Frey delegates left the buil-
ding.
	 Frey’s campaign has since challenged 
the endorsement, citing a lack of quorum.

If they couldn’t resolve simple disa-
greements about the voting process, 
how are they expected to unify against 
Trump?
	 This degree of dysfunction over an 
endorsement makes me worried that the 
various factions will again fail to come to-
gether when it counts.
	 It’s not that there weren’t talented po-
liticians: each mayoral candidate delive-
red impassioned and inspiring speeches 
about their love for Minneapolis. It was 
the inefficiency and lack of transparency 
of the process, as well as the DFL’s lack 
of relatability, that disappointed me. Con-
vention veterans groaned bitterly about 
the chaos, but the leaders seemed al-
most unbothered.
	 Like most in attendance, I love Min-
neapolis and am proud to be from this 
city, but unless the DFL changes course 
to attract young people to politics, I wor-
ry for the party’s future. We are in a cru-
cial moment for Democrats in Minnesota 
and nationwide, in which the youth vote 
will be essential for victory in 2028 and 
beyond.
	 In a moving tribute to the late Rep. 
Melissa Hortman, Rep. Samantha Sen-
cer-Mura (DFL-63A) acknowledged that 
Hortman appreciated the “big tent” ap-
proach and often had little patience for 
Minneapolis politics. To honor her legacy 
and succeed at the polls, DFL leaders 
must make the party more accessible, 
starting with the convention process.

A last-minute vote was called by a show of ballots — no paper trail, no electronic count. With no way to verify who 
was a credentialed delegate or how many were present, party leadership still declared endorsements for both may-
or and park board. (Image: Anonymous)
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Eh + ARt

Minneapolis grandma bikes across U.S. to raise awarenes
for climate change
At 67, East Bde Maka Ska grandma 
Donna Minter is proving it’s never too 
late for an epic adventure. The retired 
neuropsychologist and peacebuilding 
educator biked 3,230 miles from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic—raising nearly 
$46,000 for climate action along the way. 
“I DID IT!” she wrote after completing 
the journey from San Diego, CA, to St. 
Augustine Beach, FL. Fueled by a love 
of cycling and a deep concern for future 
generations, Donna’s ride wasn’t just a 
personal milestone—it was a bold call 
to action for a livable planet. Scroll down to read the full story!

Grammy Climate Ride 
Independent Challenge 2025

Donna Minter at the final 
destination of her ride at 
the Atalntic Ocean. 
(Image: Bruce Brunner)

Scan 
here

Support her mission and learn more on her 
Climate Ride fundraising page:
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The Hill & Lake Press is a 
non-profit newspaper 
funded and supported by 
its advertisers and 
neighborhood associations:

	 • �East Bde Maka Ska Neighborhood 
Association (EBMSNA)

	 • �Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood 
Association (CIDNA)

	 • �Lowry Hill Neighborhood 
Association (LHNA)

	 • �East Isles Neighborhood  
Association (EINA)

	 • �West Maka Ska Neighborhood 
Council (WMSNC)

	 • �Kenwood Neighborhood 
Organization (KNO)

WITH A SWEET TREAT
BEAT THE HEAT

LINDEN HILLS  4321 UPTON AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN LOWRY HILL  1007 W FRANKLIN AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN
KINGFIELD  4301 NICOLLET AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN

Passing it Down …

Tagging Along …

Fishing is a family tradition for grandfather and grandson Theodore and Theo Nagel. 
On a beautiful summer day at Lake of the Isles, Theodore Sr. was seen passing down 
his love of fishing to the next generation. (Image: Craig Wilson)

Dennis and his companion cat, Fig, spotted enjoying a stroll around Lake of the Is-
les. Dennis explained that Fig seemed eager to join him one day, so he brought him 
along—and now, Fig tags along on every walk. (Image: Craig Wilson)
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My SUMMeR INteRNSHiP

Haifu Owen (19) is entering his sophomo-
re year at Haverford College in Philadel-
phia. He lives in Lowry Hill.

	 This November, we’ll have Minneapo-
lis’ general city elections, with specifical-
ly the City Councill races on the table. 
This will be a decisive and highly influen-
tial race that can shape the direction of 
the city. One of the many races on the 
ballot is the Ward 7 City Council position. 
Elizabeth Shaffer, the park commissio-
ner for the general area, local advocate, 
and my neighbor, is running for this seat. 
I previously worked for Elizabeth’s park 
commissioner election, and this year I 
have been fortunate to join her campaign 
staff again. Working alongside her, I’ve 
seen the ins and outs of her campaign 
and wanted to share the many experien-
ces I’ve had. 
	 One of the most interesting things 
that stands out while working in a cam-
paign office is meeting numerous types 
of people. Elizabeth's campaign office is 
next to the neighborhood staple, Sebas-
tian Joe's, and conveniently serves as 
a home base for people to interact with 
Elizabeth. While sitting in the office, it’s 
not uncommon for people to either stop 

in and speak with Elizabeth about their 
specific concerns or just stop by for a 
quick hello. This makes each day at the 
office a new experience as I see first-
hand how the City Council position could 
support its constituents. The people who 
enter the office to speak to Elizabeth 
range from small business owners  
whose concerns about Uptown brought 
them there, or local citizens who wanted 
updates about parks and the city. Each 
opinion and perspective was different, 
but it’s important to the campaign to note 
these down. On one of the walls of the 
office, we place several large notepads 
full of constituent concerns and needs, 
reminding us of what goals are ahead of 
us. 
	 Outside of the office, I also help with 
door-knocking and staffing candida-
te meet-and-greets at people’s homes. 
Through these two different activities, I’ve 
begun to understand the interconnection 
of the city and its residents. From one 
event to another, I’ve met people who are 
incredibly passionate about local politics 
and change. While talking with some of 
these folks, I’ve realized they knew much 
more about Elizabeth than I do. It’s exci-
ting to see that kind of interest and care, 

By Haifu Owen

By Dahlia Baylor, age 8

Above - Haifu Owen and his sister, Mimi, at the Uptown Farmers Market 
campaigning for Elizabeth Shaffer; Pictured at right - Haifu door-knocking in 
Bryn Mawr. (Image: Kobi Conaway)

and it makes it motivating to work for this 
campaign. 
	 I was also surprised by how welco-
ming and kind people are. While door-
knocking in Bryn Mawr with my sister in 
90-degree weather, many Elizabeth sup-
porters offered cold water and even their 
homes for rest. There were even people 
who were supporting Elizabeth's oppo-
nent who still spoke fondly of Elizabeth as 
park commissioner. These interactions 
with regular locals shape the foundation 
of Elizabeth's campaign, and it's been 
exciting to see this process unfold. 
	 I’ve only been working on Elizabeth’s 
campaign for 2 months, but throughout 
that time, meeting the myriad of people, 
participating in events, and tackling tasks 
has been extremely rewarding and fun. 
I’m excited for November and can’t wait 
to celebrate.

IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

LlAMAS ON tHe LOOSe!
	 On Sunday July 13 llamas 
were on the loose! I will tell you 
the story. It all started as a nor-
mal ice cream social with ice 
cream obviously, sprinkles and 
M&M’s. Inside the Kenwood 
Rec Center there were three 
flavors of ice cream: Raspber-
ry-Chocolate Chip, Vanilla and 
Oreo — my personal favorite.
	 A large truck pulled up out-
side and there was a farmer 
who opened the gate. I saw 
eyes and I saw hair. The next 
thing I saw were llamas burs-
ting out of the truck! There 
were big ones and small ones. 

The owner of all the llamas has 
thirty llamas at his farm back 
home. We were lucky that 
there weren’t all thirty – there 
were just five. 
	 We ran to get the llamas' 
leashes. We gave them grass, 
we hugged them, we walked 
them around, petted them, and 
we even gave them treats. My 
favorite llamas were named 
Calypso, Bob and Mr.  freckles. 
The llamas liked the shade.
One of the helpers told us not 
to walk them too much in the 
sun. I had so much fun spend- 
ing the day with the llamas I 

even asked my mom and dad 
for a llama of my own!
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Lake & Irving is a culinary-focused 
neighborhood restaurant in 
Uptown Minneapolis that is 

casual but classy, serving food 
that is approachable but interesting 

with outstanding hospitality.

Monday - Thursday: 
4 P.M. - 10 P.M.

Friday - Saturday: 
11 A.M. - 10 P.M.

Sunday: 
11 A.M. - 9 P.M.

Online reservations and ordering 
for delivery or pickup available

1513 West Lake Street 
 (612) 354-2453

CULTURE

2107 Penn Ave. S • Mpls, MN 55405
612-374-2420
framestyles.net

Custom Framing
Gifts & Cards

Since 1986

Specializing in Intuitive, 
Swedish and 

Deep Tissue Massage

3033 Excelsior Blvd. Ste G70
Lake Calhoun Center

(by appointment only)

JOSEPH KIELTYKA
612-272-6461

tHE BeSt ReStAURANts FOR kIDs,
According to a nine year old

Red Cow
	 I like Red Cow because it’s 
close to our house and we can 
walk or scooter there. When 
you walk in, you see a painting 
of a blue cow. Why is it blue? 
Shouldn’t it be red? The kids 
menu has fun activities. My fa-
vorite is tic-tac-toe and spot 
the difference. My brother and 
I always order the lemonade 
because it’s sweet and sour 
at the same time. I order the 
cheeseburger sliders. My brot-
her gets mac and cheese. They 
also have corn dogs. The kids’ 
meals come with a snickerdood-
le cookie. I usually eat half first 
and save the rest for dessert. 
They used to give you carrots, 
but now it’s grapes. I liked the 
carrots more. Last time we went 
with my grandpa, and he let my 
brother and me split a choco-
late milkshake. Our waiter Max 
put it in two different cups and 
gave us a little extra. We blew 
the wrappers off our straws and 
we hit our parents in the face. 
The cheese curds and ketchup 
are delicious, too.

Sushi Train
	 My favorite part of Sushi 
Train is that the sushi comes 
around on a conveyor belt 
thing. For kids, they have pea-
nut butter and jelly rolls. They 
put bread down, and put peanut 
butter and jelly on them and roll 
it up like a sushi roll. I like it be-
cause it feels like you’re eating 
sushi, but you’re actually ea-
ting a PB&J. Their edamame is 
good and they always put salt 
on it. We like their Japanese so-
das. You open them by pushing 
a little glass ball into your soda. 
It doesn’t come out, so you can 
drink the soda without swallow- 
ing the glass ball. My favori-
te is the strawberry kind. We 
sometimes order chicken tem 
pura, or shrimp tempura be-
cause my brother likes it. My 
parents like the sushi. I haven’t 
tried the sushi because I don’t 
like seafood. Maybe I will try it 
someday.

Punch Pizza
	 My favorite thing at Punch is 
that the pizzas are really warm 
and have really good cheese 
on them and sauce. You get to  
watch them put it in the oven. 
Also, they have really good  
lemonata in a can. It’s  sour, 
but it’s really good still. They 
also have an orange flavor. We  
usually sit outside. It’s by a 
bookstore and we sometimes 
get to pick out a book after. 

Milkjam
	 They have good ice cream. 
Some of their ice cream is ve-
gan and gluten-free, so anyone 
can have it. They always have 
four special flavors. Once it was 
a rootbeer one and it was really 
yummy. You get free samples. 
I’ve tried the sweet cream fla-
vor and mango, but my favorite 
is the black, which is made with 
dark cocoa. They have an ice 
cream called cereal killer. It has 
lots of Fruity Pebbles in it, so 
people who like cereal should 
order that. Milkjam is right next 
to a restaurant called World 
Street Kitchen, so you can have 
dinner first and then get ice 
cream. I usually get quesadillas 
at World Street Kitchen. 

SK Coffee
	 I don’t drink coffee, but SK 
has yummy hot cocoa. They 
also have delicious brownies 
and cookies. They have home-
made pop tarts, but I’ve never 
tried them. Every spring, they 
host an art show for Whittier In-
ternational School. The SK staff 
goes to the school and picks art 
they like from the hallways and 
frame it. Then they hang it up 
at the coffee shop. You get your 
art back at the end. I’ve been 
in the show twice, once with a 
rainbow painting in kindergar-
ten, and once with a giraffe in 
second grade. They have a big 
party to celebrate the opening 
of the show, and have bubbles 
and chalk outside. It’s so fun! 

By Arlene Helen Katt

Red Cow 
2626 Hennepin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 767-3547 
redcowmn.com 
 
Milkjam Creamery 
2743 Lyndale Avenue S 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 424-4668 
milkjamcreamery.com 
 
SK Coffee 
2401 Lyndale Avenue S
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 870-6114 
skcoffeeplease.com 

Located at Greenway 
Lakes Commons:  
Sushi Train 
3236 W Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(612) 354-2581 
sushitraincalhoun.com 
 
Punch Pizza 
3236 W Lake Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(612) 929-0006 
punchpizza.com
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Need a banner for your 
big summer event? 

WE CAN PRINT THAT!
For 20 years, your Uptown 

UPS Store has been a 
locally, woman-owned & 
operated small business!

2801 Hennepin Ave
612-822-0022

20%
OFF

Banners

Free EstimatesFree Estimates

Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims • Wood Finishing
Exterior Wood Restoration • Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

30 years experiecne30 years experiecne
Insured  |  References

greggreg@@chileen.comchileen.com

612-850-0325612-850-0325

We CHANgeD BReAkFASt

FOOD TRUCk FANtASIEs

at Ella Baker and Beyond
	 Last January, my teacher 
Ms. Lehn asked students to 
share our ideas on how to 
change the breakfast system 
so that more students would 
take advantage of the healthy 
breakfasts Minneapolis Public 
Schools provides.
	 The problem is, our cafe-
teria is in the basement and 
some students, especially 
middle school students who 
have class on the 3rd floor at 
7:30 AM, don't want to go down 
to get breakfast and then walk 
up 4 floors to class. So, I got 
called into the principal's of-
fice to talk about my plan to put 
breakfast on each floor. I thought 
serving breakfast from carts 
on each floor would help more 
students eat breakfast and  
there would be less trash on 
the floor.
	 When we made the change, 

a lot of people liked the new sys-
tem, and the result was exact-
ly what I expected. After two 
months, I talked with the district 
board members, and they said 
they will probably make this 
change in other schools. 
	 At Ella Baker, we hope our 
advocacy not only helps our 
students but gives an example 
to other schools too.
	 Have you heard about our 
inclusive playground? You can 
learn more and donate at –

thewedge.org/playground.html 

By Sandro Antonio, rising 8th grader

Ella Baker Global Studies and Humanities Magnet School, located at 1200 W 26th St,  
Minneapolis, MN. (Image: Courtey of Homes.com)

SHOP
LOCAL
EAT

LOCAL

READ
LOCAL

ENJOY
LOCAL

ARTrageous campers were asked what kind of 
food truck they would want to create. 
Which one would you visit?

Nico
Liel

Theo
Inez

Sandro Antonio, age 9 
Rising 8th Grader
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All Summer Fun & Wellness events are hosted by the Kenwood Neighborhood 
Organization (KNO) in part, thanks to the generosity of Kenwood neighbors. 
All KNO events are FREE for all except for food truck items. Event vendors may 
“pass the hat” for optional contributions at each event.

SuMmEr fUn &
WeLlNeSs 2025

FiRe & iCe cReAm
EnD Of sUmMeR FaMiLy sOcIaL

East Cedar Lake Beach
Saturday, September 6th

6:30 - 8:30 pm
6:30 Pm
•Sebastian Joe’s Ice Cream
•Hula-Hoop Dance Party
•ARTrageous Creation Station

7:45 Pm
Fire Performance

Dress 
in 

lights & 

glow-
wear

DJ 
Pretty Tony will be spinning 

classic 
vinyl

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SUNDAY SCHOOL - 
Learn Bible lessons about 

• God and Christ Jesus
• The 10 Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount
• About right and wrong, friendship, and acceptance
• Feel positive about yourself, joy, security, and creativity
• God ALWAYS loves you, hears you, and is with you

FROM A SUNDAY 
SCHOOL PARENT >

“Forever grateful for the devoted Sunday School teachers who lovingly 
shared God’s word with my children—teaching them about His infinite 
love, the wisdom of the Bible, the teachings of Jesus, how to pray for 
healing, and the inspiration found in every Bible lesson.”    —  Victoria

SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST, MINNEAPOLIS
1822 Hennepin Ave • Minneapolis, MN 55403 • secondchurchminneapolis.com

JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY at 10:00 a.m.
Our classes are led by experienced and fun-loving teachers.
For students up to age 20.

READ THE ARTICLE: 
You’ll find me 

at the kids’ table

©
 B

y 
A

d
ri

a
na

/A
d

ob
e 

St
oc

k



19August KIDS' ISSUE 2025

Bodywork and Massage Therapy

at The Uptown Wellness Center

Offering:
– Swedish Massage
– Deep Tissue Massage
–  Combination Massage 

& Facials

2920 Bryant Avenue S, Suite 107
Office: 612-354-2928 

Cell: 612-386-7499
Around the corner from
Bryant Lake Bowl and the
Highpoint Center for Printmaking

with Hannawith Hannahh

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

LOVELY LINENS

• Washing, folding, ironing and steaming
• Bed linens and towel service
• Closet and mudroom organization
• Seasonal wardrobe turnover
• Laundry put away in home
• Save on drycleaning with Fresh Pressing

Rates start at $95/week

In-home Laundry & Linen Service

Jen CampbellJen Campbell
802-375-5220

lovelylinensfresh@gmail.com

A special thanks 
to Amanda Vallone, with 
ARTrageous Adventures, 
and the Journalism Camp
for making this issue

possible!

The Mission of Artrageous ADventures is to 

unleash the creative power within people of all ages 

by creating programs that connect people to themselves, 

their community, and the diversity of the world.

LEARN MORE AT Artrageousadventurs.com
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TOUR OF tHe StAR tRIBUNe: 
Is Journalism a dying sport?

By Aristotle Baylor, Age 11
	 This summer I am attending 
a Nonfiction Writing Workshop 
Camp at my school. On day two 
of our camp, we set out to exp-
lore the world of journalism from 
a closer lens by taking a field 
trip to the Star Tribune head-
quarters. The Minneapolis Tri-
bune was founded in 1867, and 
Minneapolis Daily Star emer-
ged in 1920. In 1982 the papers 
merged and in 1987 the name 
was shortened to Star Trib- 
une. In 2024, the paper was re- 
named Minnesota Star Tribune. 
Over 158 years have passed 
and as an 11-year-old I had one 
question: Is journalism a dying 
sport? 
	 We arrived at 225 South 
6th Street in Minneapolis. Our 
group entered the towering 
concrete and glass building and 
were led to a conference room 
where we were to meet with a 
reporter, an editor and a philan-
thropist. We all asked them a 
bunch of questions. How do you 
end your article?  And who does 
what exactly? When the ques-
tions were finished the tour offi-
cially began. The headquarters 
looks just like what you think an 
office in the movies would look 
with rows of booths with compu-
ters. We reboarded the bus and 
headed to the place where the 
papers are printed just a mile 

down the road. Our tour guide 
greeted us and took us to the 
plate rooms which had UV red 
lights that affected the plates. 
These plates served a different 
purpose than a car license pla-
te but looked extremely similar. 
From the plate room we went to 
the room where they press the 
paper, and I found out that one 
printing press costs six million 
dollars and one roll of paper 
they use to make the newspa-
per was eleven miles long if 
you rolled it out to its full extent. 
Next, we went to a paper deli-
very room that had train tracks 
inside that a train used to de-
liver the paper. Overall, it was 
a pretty good experience, and I 
highly recommend it for a field 
trip. So, I bet you are wonde-
ring if I discovered the answer 
to my question. Is journalism a 
dying sport? No!  I believe it will 
always be around but with time 
it may look or be completely 
different. My generation is sur-
rounded by technology, the in-
ternet and YouTube reels/shorts 
that spread misinformation eas-
ily. Journalism and newspapers 
couldn’t be more important than 
now, and I think the Star Tribune 
is doing a good job of balancing 
the new and while honoring the 
old.

Aristotle with a recent edition of the newly named, The Minnesota Star Tribune. 
(Image: Jackie Brown Baylor)

LURe tHeM IN!
By Aristotle Baylor

Left - Aristotle fishing off the dock (Image: Justin Baylor); Middle - A tackle box showing some of Aristotle's lures 
mentioned in th article; Right - A Minnesota Department of Natural Resources sign describing the minimum size of 
fish that is legal to keep. Fish smaller than the noted size must be released back into the lake, called 
"catch & release." (Images: Ari Baylor) 

	 This summer I have had a lot of fun 
fishing around our neighborhood lakes, 
and I would like to share my top three 
lures for fishing and why. The first and 
best for fishing is live bait. Live bait is a 
good bait to use for beginners because 
it sends vibrations through the water it-
self by moving on its own with the person 
and the rod not having to do so manually, 
which requires a bit more time and ex- 
perience to get right. I like this bait be-
cause if the fish steals your bait once it 
is swallowed and it will not harm the fish 
like some artificial lures could. 

	 My second favorite lure is artificial 
worms. Artificial worms are liked by most 
fish species, especially bass, which I real-
ly enjoy fishing for. Knowing each spe-
cies’ favorite foods is important when se-
lecting the right lure. The artificial worms 
come in many different colors and some 
are reflective, have glitter or a scented 
slime to attract the fish. There are more 
eco-friendly biodegradable lures that are 
made from biodegradable plastic that will 
dissolve over time.
	 My third favorite on my list is Spinner 
Bait. Spinner Baits are one of the best 
lures to use when you are fishing from 
shore/ shallow water as their shiny bodi-

es are easy for the fish to see and some 
fish do not have good eyesight. The lures 
also spin and make vibrations through 
the water to attract the fish while they 
spin. Spinner bait is also good to keep 
the hook away from the weeds.
	 I hope you and your friends and fa-
mily go out to explore our lakes to enjoy 
the wildlife and nature through fishing. 
No matter what bait you choose you are 
sure to have a good time. I hope this ar-
ticle will help you make the best bait se-
lections for your fishing quests and will 
encourage you to try something new.
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I SPY, WItH My LITTLe EYe... 

Eye Spy "Adopt a drain" 
Challenge -
Step  1

By cleaning a storm drain, you 
Are helping to save our water.

Step  2

Step  3

I SPY… TA DA!

kIDS, YOU CAN DO It!!!!

Gather supplies; gloves, trash bag, small hand 
shovel or brush rake and picker if you have one.

Adopt the Drain, give it a name, check it when you 
can, especially before/after big rain storms.

You can officially adopt a 
drain through the "Adopt a 
Storm Drain" program. 
Visit –
mn.adopt-a-drain.org

Enter the Adopt a Drain Contest, some 
neighborhoods eligible for prizes!

— �Hey kids, ask a grown up to join you for a walk to 
find your closest storm drain.

(Images: Infographics courtesy of Clean Water Education partnership)
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Arjun Kharbanda, age 14

Yellow Sun 
Henry Walcker, age 2

Blue Abstract
Lauren  Walcker, age 4

Pink Dinosaur 
Liv  Walcker, age 7
Rising 2nd Grader

Rory Miller, age 9

Big Monster Truck 
Simon Jef fers, age 6
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Pepin Gihring, age 10

Joke:
Why did the police
bring in a drawing
for questioning?

It was looking a
little sketchy.

Leila Sauced0, age 9

Luca Saucedo, age 11

Robin Dolphin, age 9
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	 There is a new store in Uptown 
called Moona Moono. You can buy 
blind boxes, stickers, candy, note-
books, pens, pins, keychains, stuffies, 
Korean beauty products and more. 
	 My favorites are the Tayto stuffies 
and the lip glosses. There is also a café. 
These are some drinks that they have: 
	 • Strawberry milk 
	 • Lemonade with Boba 
	 • Black sesame latte 
	 • Coffee and 
	 • Espresso tonic

	 When I was at sleepaway camp I 
got a Moona Moono package and it had 
snacks and a blind box, a keychain, and 
a pin. It made me really happy.  
	 My aunt owns the store. Before it 
opened, I helped clean the windows 
and put price tags on blind boxes and 
stickers. When I am in the store, I feel 
excited to be in the space. I’m proud of 
my aunt for opening the store.

Moona Moono
3048 Hennepin Ave S
Uptown • Minneapolis, MN 55408
moonamoono.com 

IN OUR 'HOOD

At left - Max Hanscom, number 96, with the Minnesota Wind Chill (Image: Minnesota Wind Chill); At Middle - Minnesota Wind Chill Ultimate 
Frisbee Association; At right – Max "Sunshine" Hanscom. (Image: Ultiworld.com)

Moona Moono, a modern coffee shop and retail experience that celebrates Asian American and Asian culture. 
(Image: moonamoono.com)

Interview by FLynn Morrow

By Agnes Barstad

MAx HANSCOM

MOONA MOONO

I interviewed my fifth grade teacher 
at Agamim Classical Academy, Max 
Hanscom, who is also a professional 
Ultimate frisbee player but before we get 
to that, let’s start with his early life

Early life
	 Max was born in Seattle but has lived 
in many different states (now including 
Minnesota). One of the things he did be-
fore teaching was ranching (his favorite 
horse was Frank the Tank).

Teaching
	 He started teaching people when 
COVID struck and now it’s one of his 
passions. He loves teaching people 

and said, “I love connecting with young 
people and getting surprised by them.”

Frisbee
	 Max got started with his middle school 
teacher who played for the national team. 
He loves being outdoors, playing sports 
and exercising, playing frisbee specific- 
ally.
	 Some of the good friends he has 
made are Leo and Niamh. One of his fav- 
orite craziest trick shots was throwing a 
frisbee across the street through a half 
open window on the fourth floor!
	 His nickname, Sunshine, makes 
perfect sense when you know him. 
The teams he has played for are the  

Hamilton Hawks, the Garfield Purple 
Haze, the Middlebury Pranksters, the 
Minneapolis Birds, and the Minnesota 
Windchill! The sports that probably hel-
ped him are cross country and maybe 
skiing.

	 “I love frisbee since I get to be out- 
side with my friends and it also has good 
team camaraderie,” Max added.

Teacher and Professinal Ultimate Frisbee Player

New store in Uptown
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Amy Shelley. (Image: Artist/Bandcamp) Amy and her bandmate, Gary Grundei. (Image: Artist/Bandcamp)

This interview is between Jack Crews and 
Amy Shelley, half of the indie-pop duo 
“High Fiction.” Amy is a longtime friend 
of the Crews family, and lives in Denver, 
Colorado.  Amy and her bandmate, Gary 
Grundei, both joined the band for Silver- 
smith as part of a vocalist residency 
hosted by Nona Invie at Berlin on Sun-
day, June 22. 

Jack: Why do you like the drums?
Amy: I like the drums because they are 
super fun to play, and because I like va-
riety. The drums are in many, many gen-
res of music. I can play jazz, rock, and 
many other styles of music. 

Jack: How did you meet Gary? 
Amy: I met Gary while playing a gig. He 
came out to see the gig with a friend of 
mine, so I met him during the set break. 
After that he hired me to perform in a 
musical play, and eventually we started 
a band together, which eventually turned 
into High Fiction. 

Jack: When did you start your band? 
Amy: We started High Fiction in 2011. 

Jack: How old were you when you 
started High Fiction? 
Amy: 31. 

Jack: What’s your favorite High Fic-
tion song you’ve made? 
Amy: I think my favorite would be "Stars 
So Clear." 

Jack: What’s your most famous song? 
Amy: That’s probably "The Young Men." 

Jack: How did you get the idea of High 
Fiction? 
Amy: It evolved over time. And it took 
us quite a while to figure out the sound 
of High Fiction. Gary and I both play 
many genres of music. We both have 
our foundations in jazz, classical, rock 
and theater, and we had to figure out our 
sound, and what the band values. And 
we value working with other artists that 
we love. 

Jack: What band do you really like to 
listen to? 
Amy: There are a lot of bands I really 
like to listen to, but if I had to pick one, I’d 
probably pick Radiohead. 

Interview by Jack Crews, age 10

Jack: How do you get inspired for your 
songs?
Amy: I journal quite a bit and see what 
comes to the surface. Sometimes we’ll 
just sit down at instruments and see what 
we play, and sometimes we like it and we 
work to develop it into a song, and so-
metimes it’s just a fun exploration. Right 
now we’re working on a concept album 
about Frankenstein, so that’s been the 
inspiration for our songs for a while now. 
We’re inspired by the literature that we’re 
reading. 

Jack: Do you like to play other people’s 
songs?
Amy: Yes! 

IN OUR 'HOOD

AMY SHELLeY, MUsICIAN
from the indie-pop duo High Fiction
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By Phoebe Wong

Phoebe Wong, age 11
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IN-PERSON

EVEN
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EXPAND YOUR CREATIVE 
PRACTICE, OR HAVE FUN WITH 

ADULT AND YOUTH CL ASSES
CHECK OUT CONTINUING EDUCATION  

CLASSES AT MCAD.EDU/CE.

OUR FURRY FRieNDs
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